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For the second time, Al Kamandjati concentrated all its energy on the activities
with the Palestinians living outside their homeland in southern Lebanon. Last
year, the first mission lasted only few days: indeed, the journey was shortened
with the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister, Mr. Rafic Hariri. So
Al Kamandjati decided to stop its activities during the three days of national
mourning before keeping going, by crossing Syria and Jordan, in order to meet
up with other Palestinian refugees, those of the West Bank.

This year, we were 8 musicians to meet up with the Palestinian children in
Lebanon. It was the second time for 3 of us to participate to Al Kamandjati
activities.

The first refugees were expelled from their land in 1948. So the children we met there were born in
those camps, an asylum land still temporary until today.

They suffer everyday from numerous discriminations. They won't be able to exercise the functions
they wished; they won't possess their own propriety; and paradoxically they cannot even visit their
country of origin: Palestine, which is located just a few kilometres away.

These camps continue to exist only thanks to foreign help and they also receive subsidies for the
schools, hospitals...but since the last elections of Hamas in January 2006 in Palestine, the financial
contribution has been suspended by the West....They really need to be sustained and they feel left
out .

In Lebanon, there about 500 000 refugees gathered in 12 camps. During one week, we have travelled
throughout 5 camps: Ein El Helweh (70 000 refugees) and Mieh ou Mieh (5 000 inhabitants), then we
went in the Southeast of Tyre : Rashidieh (25 000 persons), Bourj EI-Shemali and El Bouss .

In total, we encountered around 1500 children with whom we built up a privileged relationship during
the music training workshops and concerts. We presented them an important diversity of instruments:
saxophone (Edwige), French horn (Gaby), clarinet (Marion), flute (Agathe), cello (Clémence), violin
(Bénédicte), derbouka (Yacine), accompanied by the great voice of Rabia.




The workshops took place not only in infant and primary schools, but also in cultural centres, in scout
organizations, in several women institutions, and also in public. During the workshops, the children
could touch and try to play on the instruments - a strong moment where communication passed
through friendly smiles! They were involved in the concerts, stood up, clapped their hands, sang,
danced... They were surprised and glad to listen to their songs, happy songs, full of love and hope.
Several sang rhymes they learned at schools; they taught us Debka (folkloric dance). For good, the
workshops were a success: shared joy and all these encounters allowed us to exchange naturally, in
an easier way, chasing away our differences the time to perform a song.

Within the Rashidieh refugee camp, we made gathered diverse musicians and we met 2 Palestinian
youth leaders, with whom we became friends. The human warmth and the way they welcomed us will
forever remained engraved in our memories. One of them, Ashraf, showed his enthusiasm while
watching our work: “what you are doing is really amazing for children, youth people and even adults.
We sometimes greet foreign delegations, even musicians, but no one is allowed to touch the
instruments and they always stay in Beyrouth, not in the camps.”

However, no way to get away for a while from the vicissitudes of the politico-military situation, we must
face up to reality: foreigners are not allowed to enter into the camps, thus we were stuck for an hour at
the camp entrance. We were prevented from penetrating by some Lebanese militaries; by doing so
they delayed our scheduled performance. All the children gathered and were waiting for us with
impatience.




to open music classes corresponding to each level.
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We met several highly placed Palestinian
Authority representatives. They all appreciated
the project and were ready to commit their deeds
to make our project a long-term success in
Lebanon.

On this occasion, Mr. Sultan Abu al-Aynayn,
Palestinian  Authority leader in Lebanon,
confirmed our opinion. Al Kamandjati aim - to
introduce music in the camps - is not utopian.
Contrary to what many people think, music is
necessary to daily life and necessary to the
Palestinian children well-being.

School directors, teachers, and professors, were
also enthusiasts to make concrete music
education in the camps and they even proposed

o the sixth Al Kamandjati mission:

nd the Palestinian Authority delegates

mitted us to implement this project in
their families for their kindness!



